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Today’s Agenda
 The german job market

 Job categories

 Important skills for working in Germany

 How to start a career in Germany

 Information about work permits

 Where to find student jobs and internships

 How to create application documents

 How to prepare for an interview

 Support

 InDiGU-PLUS project

 Career Service

 PraxisBörse
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Overview of the German job market and its
specifics
 Companies and universities are not closely connected (no matching events or services)

 Short internships (1-6 months) are common

 summer jobs are not common

 Job listings are highly specific

 Companies expect individualized applications

 Companies often expect a German level of B2 or C1

 Companies tend to look for employees who are willing to work for them for multiple years

 Multi-step recruitment process
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Job categories

4

Freelancer Employees

Full-time
 about 40h/week
 At least 20 vacation days

Part-time
 Various types
 max. 40 h/week

Side job „Minijob“
 Max. 603 €/month
 Variable working hours

Student trainee „Werkstudent“
 max. 20 h/week
 semester break: 40h/week

Interesting for students

Civil Servant
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Important skills for working in Germany

 German B2 or higher (for jobs after graduation German C1 is ideal)
o Most positions are advertised in German and even the ones advertised in English might be filled with German

applicants
o In some fields in natural science or computer science an English working environment is possible
o Take German courses and practice your language skills

 Self-presentation

 Practical experience
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How to start a career in Germany

 Learn German:  start early and keep on learning

 Build a social network: networking can be important to…
…find a job during your studies or after graduation
…insights into the job market
…practice your German

 Do ideally several internships: get to know several companies or industries

 Work in a student job: learn new skills and deepen existing competences

Georg-August-Universität Göttingen05.03.2026 6

Abteilung Studium und Lehre
Bereich Career Service



Work permit
Find al general information here:

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/653539.html

Or ask at the foreigners office (auslaenderstelle@goettingen.de)!
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Where to find student jobs and internships
 Student assistent jobs: Listing in StudIP, faculty boards/websites

 „Werkstudierendentätigkeit“ / student job: Job listings such as Stellenwerk, Company website, job fairs

 Side jobs: Job listings such as Stellenwerk, Company websites, notices displayed in shops
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Application Documents

Georg-August-Universität Göttingen05.03.2026 9

Application portfolio

 CV

 Cover letter

 Diploma certificates /references (with certified translation)

 Photo (optional)

 Cover sheet (optional, might include a short profile)

 Motivation letter (if required)
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CV

Mandatory information
 Contact information
 Education
 Professional experience
 Skills
 Language abilities

How do you build an application for

Germany

Voluntary information
 Photo
 Social engagement
 Awards
 certifications
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How do you build an application for

Germany
Cover letter

 Contact information
 Structure (Introduction, motivation, conclusion)
 Providing the key information about you
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Preparing for an interview
 Think about your qualifications and how you would describe them

 Research the company (Product range, culture, structure,…)

 Search for the most common interview questions and prepare for them

 Use InterviewFox to simulate an interview

 Prepare questions

 Familiarize with the interview location (or online plattform)

 Dress professional

 Be on time
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What the Career Service offers in the InDiGU-
PLUS project
As part of the DAAD-funded InDiGU-PLUS project, the Career Service will be offering a wide range of career preparation
and labour market integration events for international students with workshops and networking events starting in the
winter semester 2024/25. This will give you the opportunity to find out about the German labour market, prepare for
starting a career and connect with other students, support organisations, alumni and local companies.

The following are involved in the InDiGU-PLUS project:

• Career Service

• Göttingen International

• Intercultural Interaction incl.

Lectorate German as a Foreign Language
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Make it in Germany! – Starting your career in Germany
Are you looking for career prospects in Germany? – Georg August University and
the Göttingen Employment Agency present their support services for Indian
students and graduates:
• How can I find a job in Germany?
• What can I do myself to achieve this?
• Who can help me?

Access link
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Info-Session “Make it in Germany” (in German)

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2MwMDAyYWMtZWE0ZC00Mjg1LWE4OGYtYjI1MTIwY2YwMzNh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223ea1ea08-1868-49b0-a5f3-5a1926a9c390%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2260df3296-a49c-495e-9f6f-f5aa0d0df072%22%7d


Events in the summer semester 2026
28th of May

“Employment Contracts and Salary Rules in Germany” online workshop in English

4th of June
“From Hello to Hired: Essential Skills for Career Events” in-person group coaching in English

9th and 10th of June
“From A to Z – understanding the German job market” in-person information in English and German

19th of June
Company excursion to Smurfit Westrock in English and German (B1 level of German is recommended)

8th of July
“Assessment Centre Training in cooperation with Deutsche Bahn” online workshop in German

+ once a month “Your Application Journey: How to Apply for Jobs in Germany” online workshop in English
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Registration & additional services

Binding registration via the registration form on the Career Service
websitem(https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/de/career+service/292.html)

The Career Service also offers additional events, consultation on
various topics (potential analysis, EU careers, etc.) and information
material on starting a career.
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The next PraxisBörse takes place on the 9rd (North Campus)
and 10th (Central Campus) of June
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. on both days

More information:
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/663302.html
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Career Support and Coordination of the Network for the
Labor Market Integration of international Students

Rebecca Bungert
phone +49 0551 3926112
email rebecca.bungert@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
Consultation hours: Timeslots bookable via StudIP
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